Looking for the next trout to cast to, | saw one that was
literally illuminated with color. Saying to myself, this
trout must be caught, | made three casts before I got the
timing of his feeding right. On the fourth cast he was
hooked and netted, but gave a strong and spectacular
fight. His colors were so brilliant | had to get a photo.
Yelling to my wife on the other side of the river to get
the camera, | started to wade across holding my net and
the trout in the water.

While wading toward my wife, I’'m looking into the
water so | don’t step in a hole, all the while being
overwhelmed by the number of Baetis on the surface of
the water. Looking ahead, | noticed some strong rippled
current water, but it was wadeable. Then | noticed
several trout rising in the ripples. One trout stands out
because his rises are very subdued, and the others very
splashy. A feeling comes over me that this trout is a
large old boy, so | decided to try to catch him. Now, I
have one trout in my net that | am holding in the water
so my wife can take a picture when | get to shore. | put
my rod under my left arm to strip line from the reel for
false casting to dry the fly. Realizing then just how | was
going to do this with the trout rising right in front of me,
| decided to bend backwards as far as possible while still
holding the trout in the water. | would make my false
cast straight up and down river. On the last stroke up
river | added a half circle in my rod tip and flipped the
fly straight out in front of me, with the fly landing
perfectly in his feeding lane. | watched the fly floating
up and down on the rippled water. The fly entered the
trout’s window of view and he made a very subdued
rise. | slowly lifted my rod with the line becoming tight,
and the hook was set. This slow old boy turned into a
rocket. With his strength and the current of the
Madison, my backing was disappearing through the tip
of my rod. | was truly dancing towards shore so Sherill
could take a picture of the trout in my net.

A brilliantly-colored 16 Madison River rainbow

My wife accomplished taking the picture and | released
the trout unharmed. Now, for the one on my rod which
had already pulled many feet of backing off the reel, it
ended up to be quite a dance. The trout in my net was a
little over sixteen inches with brilliant colors. The one
on my rod was so close to nineteen inches I just called it
the “nineteen inch trout that made me dance.”

After netting this trout, the cloud cover broke and the
sun came out. The Madison River turned into a meek
and quiet piece of water. For those hours of fishing, |
netted 24 rainbows and lost count of the ones | missed. |
only used two flies that day. Both were BWO
impressions. The next day, inclement weather came back
to the mountains of Yellowstone Park. That day was
better than this one.

Mike ““dancing with rainbows” on the Madison

The good Lord gave America some of the most fertile
rivers in the world. We must respect them and take care
of them. For me, | do not have to travel to another
country to “dance with trout.”

Mike’s two BWO patterns used on the Madison



UPCOMING EVENTS

Diversion Well Maintenance — Ongoing

Sunday mornings, meet at the S.G.L 211 gate by
8:30 AM. See www.dftu.org for directions. Call
Steve Long at 652-1421 for additional information.

Tuesday, November 25 — 6:30 PM

Monthly membership meeting at Rookie’s Bar &
Grille, Harrisburg. Board meeting at 6:30 followed
by membership meeting and fly tying demos by
chapter fly tyers Rick LaTournous, Bill Kosmer,
Karl Sheaffer, Sam Eshenower & Greg Silva.

December
No meeting. Enjoy the holidays!

Saturday, January 24, 2009

Annual Cumberland Valley TU bus trip to the
Somerset, NJ Fly Fishing Show. See www.dftu.org
or contact Paul Rouse at 717-486-4646 for details.

Tuesday, January 27, 2009 — 6:30 PM

Monthly membership meeting at Rookie’s Bar &
Grille, Harrisburg. Board meeting at 6:30 followed
by membership meeting and presentation by Karl
Sheaffer on his fishing adventures in Chile.

Saturday, March 28, 2009

DFTU Annual Banquet at the Linglestown Fire
Company in Linglestown, PA. Mark your calendar
now and watch for further details as they become
available.

DIRECTIONS TO ROOKIE’S

From 1-81, take 1-83 south to Derry St. exit. Turn
right at light and proceed 1.8 miles to 2238 (on the
right).

From 1-83 traveling north, take 19" St. exit. Turn
left at stop sign and proceed to the 2™ light at
Derry St. Turn right and proceed .6 mile to 2238
(on the left).

From US322 traveling east, or 1-283 traveling
north, merge on to 1-83 south, then immediately
exit right to Paxton St. Turn right at light and
proceed to 5™ light. Turn right on 29" St. to 1
light. Turn left on Derry St. and proceed .4 mile to
2238 (on the right).

Come early and enjoy dinner at Rookie’s. Check
out their menu at www.rookiesbarandgrille.com

CURRENTS (continued from page 2)

| want to take this opportunity to thank all who’ve contributed to our many
successes. Cyndi Camp is stepping down as treasurer after three years of work, but
has assumed point responsibility for the Trout in the Classroom programs. Ed
O’Gorman has stepped up to be the new Vice-President, taking over for Bill
Kosmer, who had the position for several years, and | know you will support him.
Rick LaTournous has accepted the responsibility of treasurer, and we are grateful.
A very bright note is that one of our younger members, Brett Long, has agreed to
take Donald Thomas’ place on the Board. Welcome, Brett. Thanks to all the
officers, stream stewards and committee chairs who have helped in any way this
year.

We are a volunteer organization, with all the plusses and minuses that go with that.
We are completely dependent on a strong membership to carry out our mission,
and | wish to thank each of you who has contributed in any way to allowing us to
be successful; from those who pay for membership and cannot do hands-on work,
to those who struggle to move logs and stones in the streams. We need all of you,
doing whatever you are able to accomplish. In that way we will continue to
“Conserve, Protect and Restore,” and we’ll have a great time doing it.

Frank Viozzi

“BACK THE BROOKIE* PLATES NOW AVAILABLE

Just in time for Christmas! Buy an absolutely gorgeous front license plate for your
favorite vehicle and while you’re at it help the brook trout population in PA. These
decorative (non-registration) license plates are just $20 each and can be ordered by
sending your check payable to “DFTU” to Frank Viozzi, 7760 Hanoverdale Drive,
Harrisburg, PA 17112. Proceeds from the sale of these plates will be put in a
special PATU conservation fund for brook trout habitat restoration in PA.

S

PENNSYLVANIA

www.backthebrookie.org

See www.dftu.org for full color picture of this license plate.

WINSTON ROD RAFFLE TO BENEFIT TROUT IN
THE CLASSROOM PROGRAMS

PA Council is selling 1000 raffle tickets for $5 each for the following prizes:

First: Winston Traditional WT 8 % ft., 5 wt., 3-piece rod

Second: Guided day of fishing with Dave Rothrock.

Third: Shadow box with photo & 6 flies tied by Dave Rothrock.

Fourth: Six dozen trout flies in a fly box.

Fifth: One year free membership in TU.
Tickets can be ordered with cash or a check payable to “DFTU” from Frank
Viozzi. Drawing will take place at the PATU meeting on March 29, 2009, and
proceeds will be used for Trout in the Classroom projects. 5
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AUTUMN DIVERSION WELL REPORT

The diversion well crew has had a tough month; not with work,
which has been very light, but with the passing of one of our stalwart
members and leader, Don Thomas. We miss his work ethic, common
sense approach, and most of all, his friendship.

We have once again started charging the wells with stone, after the
almost 3.5 inches of rain on October 25th. What a way to start the
winter schedule of Sunday mornings. We had a short crew on the
26", After a crowd of 8 people or so during the doldrums of summer,
only five came out to work. We got the job done, then enjoyed more
of Dorman Shaver's baked treats (raisin cookies this week, chocolate
cake from his grandmother's recipe the week before). It's a good
thing we are shoveling now, as that keeps down the weight gain from
the desserts. We will look forward to seeing some of our comrades
who have promised to return to duty now that we are working again,
and a fresh load of Pennsy Supply limestone. As always, we can't
offer enough thanks to Pennsy and John Reigel Trucking for their
contributions to our continued success.

Steve Long

Donald Thomas - a dedicated angler, committed
conservationist and all-around good man

Guild Certified

Custom Fishing Rods
Fly * Surf - Casting - Spinning
“Fishing Rods that make dreams come true.”

Barry D. Weaver (717) 838-5858
Creator E-mail: bdreamweaver@msn.com

Millie Walker
REALTOR®, RRS, HDS

3310 Market St.
Camp Hill, PA 17011
www.howardhanna.com

oward
annans

Real Estate Morigage Title Insurance

#1 Real Estate Company in PA, OH, WV and NY

Office: (717) 920-9600
Cell:  (717) 576-0489
milliewalker@howardhanna.com

WELCOME — NEW DFTU MEMBERS

Gayle Geepfert Peter Carlncer
Andrew Leitzel Jon Herrold
Daniel Huddleson Anthony Leer

Rodney Undercoffler Patrick McKeever

Bernard Marscavage

MEMBERSHIP PROBLEMS?
Contact Kevin Lynn at 649-1966 for assistance.

Khervin D. Smith

Attorney at Law

30 VALLEY DRIVE
ANNVILLE, PA 17003
OFFICE: (717) 838-8393

FAX: (717) 838-0439
E-MAIL: KHERVINSMITHOEARTHLINK NET

JAMES L. GOLDSMITH

CALDWELL
SCKEARNS

3631 N. Front Street
Harrishurg, PA 17110

A TTORHN

www.caldwellkearns.com
jgoldsmith@caldwellkearns.com

TEL: (717) 232-7661
FAX: (717) 232-2766

Check www.dftu.org for the latest news

Hatches is published every other month, so your most up-to-date
source for chapter news and upcoming events will always be
www.dftu.org. You’ll also find a wealth of other useful information
there; chapter history, chapter projects, local stream listings, and links
to other conservation organizations.
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 Stony CreeR Rods

split bamboo fly y

——"

Tom Whittle 6530 Leo Drive

Harrisburg, PA 17111
ZQ' 717.652.6545
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| www.stonycreeRrods.com

Help Support Your Newsletter!

Patronize Our Advertisers!

Potteiger-Stoltz Insurance Agency, Inc.
TU Business Member

5005 Locust Lane
Harrisburg, PA 17109

Please contact my office: stoltzs@nationwide.com
for details on a Special Car Insurance Discount
available only to TROUT UNLIMITED MEMBERS

Scott Stoltz — Agent/President
Doc Fritchey Chapter Member




